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Razak was under intense pressure to deliver a historic
account of his family's assets in an international court
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak was under intense
pressure to deliver a historic account of his family's
assets in an international court today. He was subject to
questioning about his family's wealth at a United Nations
human rights council session in Geneva. Najib Razak
faces a possible challenge of the country's strongman
rule at the country's first multi-party elections in May.
The prime minister, tipped to become the longest-serving
leader in Malaysian history, is expected to continue in
power for another five years. But Najib is already being
investigated by the United States Department of Justice
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for allegations he misappropriated US$4.5billion
(£2.6billion). His brother, a former premier, was
sentenced to a bare five-year jail term by a Malaysian
court last year for corruption, with the family's estimated
net worth at the time being US$15billion. The prime
minister himself has a vast collection of properties,
including seven palaces across the country, a luxury
yacht, a Maybach car and even a private island. The Wall
Street Journal reported in September that the prime
minister has amassed more than $100million
(£61million) from a real estate dealings in the US. The
paper claimed the cash, which came from the sale of a
20,000-square-foot (1,974-square-metre) mansion in
Beverly Hills, California, was in part used to build his
palatial home in an upmarket neighbourhood in Kuala
Lumpur. Najib's government has to date failed to explain
how such a large fortune can be amassed by a career
civil servant, whose only company is the government.
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